Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 18th May, 1987 by unknown
Dawson House, Great Sankey, 
Warrington, WA5 3LW.
Telephone Penketh (092 572) 4321
0085S 3 
XI May 1987
£o: Members of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committees
T A F Barnes (Chairman); J S Bailey;
R Bailey; A G R Brown; F Bunting;
J M Croft; P Ecroyd; J H Fell; W D Grove; 
C HQlland; R D Houghton; B Irving;
P Neal; J B Oldfield; Dr Pugh-Thomas;
A Richardson; J B Robinson
Dear Sir
Please attend a meeting of the REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE to 
be held at 2.15 PM on MONDAY. 18 MAY 1987 at Lostock House, Cuerden Way. 
Bamber Bridge. Nr Preston (map attached) for consideration of the 
following business.
Yours faithfully
W H CRACKLE
Secretary & Solicitor
1. Apologies for absence.
2 . Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated and approved by 
the Board on 9 February 1987).
3. Notes of Fisheries Liaison Meetings (to follow).
4. Sale of Fishing Licences - 1986.
5 . Fishing Licence Duties - 1988.
6. Abolition of Coarse Fish Close Season in Enclosed Waters.
7. Application to trap Eels before 25 June.
8. Authority schemes for the benefit of fisheries and fishing.
9. Fishing Offences Processed - 1986/87.
10. Any other business.
A G E N D A
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NORTH WEST WATER
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
HELD ON 2 FEBRUARY 1987
P r e s e n t :
T A F B arn es  (C hairm an)
J  S B a i le y  
R B a i le y
C H o lla n d  
R D H oughton 
B I r v i n g  
P N eal
Dr Pugh-Thom as 
A R ic h a rd so n  
J  B R ob inson
A G R Brown
F B u n tin g  
J  M C r o f t  
E P E croyd  
J  H E’e l l
117 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b se n c e  w ere  r e c e iv e d  from  Mr W D G rove and 
Mr J  B O l d f i e l d .
118 . MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
A l i s t  o f  p e r s o n s  p r o s e c u te d  f o r  p o l l u t i o n  o f f e n c e s  d u r in g  1986 
r e q u e s te d  a t  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee was p r e s e n te d  to  
members f o r  in f o r m a t io n .
I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  new d r a f t  m odel b y e law  to  ban  th e  u se  o f  
v a r io u s  le a d  a n g l in g  w e ig h ts  had  b een  a p p ro v e d  by th e  B oard and 
th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t u t o r y  p ro c e d u re s  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  i t s  
c o n f i r m a t io n  w ould  commence s h o r t l y .
Members w ere  a d v is e d  t h a t  th e  A u th o r i ty  was s t i l l  a w a i t in g  th e  
M in i s te r s  d e c i s i o n  on th e  p ro p o se d  h a a f  n e t  l i m i t a t i o n  O rder f o r  
th e  Solw ay F i r t h .
The c o n t r a c t  f o r  L e y lan d  c o a r s e  f i s h  h a tc h e r y  had  b een  aw arded  and 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  w ould  commence s h o r t l y .  I t  was hoped  to  s t a r t  
r e a r i n g  c o a r s e  f i s h  t h i s  y e a r .  W este r Ross Salmon L im ite d  had  
s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  j o i n t  f i s h  fa rm in g  v e n tu r e  a t  H aw esw ater sh o u ld  
be d e la y e d  f o r  12 m onths b e c a u se  o f  th e  slum p in  salm on p r i c e s  and 
t h a t  th e  o f f i c e r s  h a d , t h e r e f o r e ,  commenced d i s c u s s io n s  w ith  
a n o th e r  company to  p rom ote  th e  H aw esw ater schem e.
Mr B arn e s  t o l d  members t h a t  th e  B r i t i s h  Canoe U nion (BCU) 
p u b l i c a t i o n  l i s t i n g  v a r io u s  p r i v a t e  w a te r s  a s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
c a n o e in g  h a d , i n  f a c t ,  b e e n  p ro d u ce d  by  a  m i l i t a n t  s p l i n t e r  g roup  
n o t  th e  BCU. S e v e ra l  members c o n firm e d  t h a t  th e  BCU had  d isow ned  
t h i s  s p l i n t e r  g ro u p  whose demands w ere c o n s id e r e d  to  be so  ex trem e  
a s  to  be c o u n te r  p r o d u c t iv e .
RESOLVED;
T h a t th e  m in u te s  o f  th e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on
-  2 -
3 November 1986 be approved as a correct record and signed by 
the Chairman.
119. "TAKE A FRIEND FISHING"
Members indicated that they had discussed the programme "Take a 
friend fishing" (which had been introduced by the Angling 
Foundation to try and revert an apparent decline in coarse 
fishing) but had met with a lukewarm response from their angling 
club members most of whom were unaware of the programme. Members 
were not satisfied that numbers of coarse anglers had declined and 
felt the programme was nothing more than a commercial exercise.
RECOMMENDED
That the "Take a friend fishing" campaign promoted by the 
Angling Foundation should not be supported by North West 
Water Authority.
120. FISHING LICENCE DUTIES - 1988
Officers recommended that fishing licence duties be increased by 
5% for the year 1988. Members attention was drawn to the fact 
that the policy adopted last year was to round increases to the 
nearest 50p, and that because the roundings for 1987 were 
generally upwards, the appropriate increases for 1988 were much 
more modest and in in many cases resulted in no increase at all.
RESOLVED;
That copies of the report be presented to the fisheries 
liaison meetings in May for comments, and that their comments 
be taken into consideration by this Committee at the meeting 
on 18 May 1987 when it formulates its observations for the 
Board.
121. ABOLITION OF COARSE FISH CLOSE SEASON IN ENCLOSED WATERS
Members reported that the general feeling of their fishery 
associations about abolition of the coarse fish close season was 
very mixed although they accepted that abuse of the close season 
in enclosed waters had become widespread. The National Federation 
of Anglers (NFA) had been unable to fully discuss the proposals 
and had called a regional meeting for that purpose. Members 
agreed that this matter should be discussed again at the meeting 
on 18 May when the views of the NFA would be known.
12 2. COMMERCIAL SALMON FISHING - RIVER LUNE
The Committee were informed that the officers had held discussions 
with River Lune net licence holders and the Lune and Wyre 
Fisheries Association in connection with proposals for modifying 
the commercial fishing activities in the Lune estuary. At a
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meeting on the 11 October 1986 the proposals received considerable 
but not unanimous support from the netsmen, and the Lune and Wyre 
Fishery Association rejected the proposals at their meeting on 28 
January 1987. The officers had, therefore, decided that no 
further action should be taken by the Authority in connection with 
these proposals.
123. GRANTS
The Committee were advised that the officers had recently reviewed 
the annual grant paid to fishery consultive associations for 
administrative expenses and had recommended that the grant remain 
at £50 for the time being. The officers had also assessed the 
grant paid last year to the Lancashire and Western Sea Fisheries 
Committee and felt that the value to the Authority was sufficient 
to justify payment of the grant on an annual basis.
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That the annual grant paid to fishery consultive 
associations for administrative expenses remain at £50 
for the time being.
(2) That an annual grant of £1,000 be paid to the North 
Western and North Wales Sea Fisheries Committee towards 
the cost of joint patrols and training using NWNW 
instructors, boats and equipment.
124. PROPOSED FISH COUNTER VALIDATION STUDIES
In accordance with a request at the last meeting of the Committee 
members received a report about trials of a new type of fish 
counter which was micro-processor based and was thought to be more 
accurate than the existing equipment. The trial would start in 
May 1987 and continue for 5 months and would also assess the 
Authority's existing fish counters and another improved counter 
produced by a local company.
125. RIVER EDEN PROPOSED ELIMINATION OF DRAFT NETTING - PROGRESS
The Committee received an oral progress report about the 
Authority's proposed byelaw to eliminate draft netting in the 
River Eden. Members were advised that officers had written to the 
45 objectors to try and persuade them to withdraw their objections 
and that replies had been received from 10 objectors, only one of 
whom was prepared to withdraw his objection. The proposed byelaw 
was now awaiting attention by the Minister.
126. OPEN CAST MINING - RIVER KEEKLE
In response to a question from Mr Bunting, Dr Harpley assured 
members that the Authority were being fully informed about open 
cast mining developments which would affect the River Keekle. The
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proposals involved the diversion of the river for some 10 years 
whilst mining was in progress and although there would be problems 
during the active mining period, long term advantages were 
anticipated.
127. FISH STOCKS IN RIVER WEAVER AND SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL
Dr Harpley confirmed that investigations into fish stocks in the
River Weaver and the Shopshire Union Canal were complete and
agreed to send copies to Mr Neal for the Mersey and Weaver 
Fisheries Association.
128. DEAD CHARR IN WINDERMERE
In response to a question from Mr Fell about numbers of dead charr 
seen in Windermere, Dr Harpley said that the Freshwater Biological 
Association had been commissioned to carry out a survey of the 
charr population of the lake. A problem of eutrophication in the 
southern basin of the lake had been identified and the effect of 
this on the charr and trout population was being studied. A copy 
of the report would be sent to Mr Fell.
129. FISHERY LIAISON MEETINGS
It was agreed that this years fishery liaison meetings should be 
held during the week commencing 4 May.
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NOTES OF A MEETING BETWEEN 
NORTH WEST WATER AND REPRESENTATIVES OF 
FISHERY CONSULTATIVE ASSOCIATIONS IN THE NORTHERN DISTRICT 
HELD AT COCKERMOUTH ON THE 6 MAY 1987
P r e s e n t :
R e p r e s e n t in g  N o rth  W est W ater
T A F B arn es  
C H a rp le y  
C Newton
R e p r e s e n t in g  Esk and L id d e l
T P o t t s  
B Jo n e s
R e p r e s e n t in g  Eden and D i s t r i c t
E Cave 
J  Gaddes 
J  Thompson 
E Newman
R e p r e s e n t in g  S o u th  and W est Cum bria
S Payne 
E M W rig h t 
A M o f f a t t  
A M a rs h a ll
R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee Members
F B u n tin g  
B I r v i n g
1 . FISHING LICENCE DUTIES 1988
Mr B arn e s  in fo rm e d  th e  members t h a t ,  a s  i n  p r e v io u s  y e a r s ,  th e  
R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  Com m ittee h ad  s u g g e s te d  th ja t p ro p o se d  
i n c r e a s e s  i n  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  f o r  1988 s h o u ld  be d i s c u s s e d  by 
th e  F i s h e r i e s  L ia is o n  m e e tin g s  p r i o r  t o  c o n s id e r a t io n  by  th e  
R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  Com m ittee a t  i t s  m e e tin g  i n  May, w hich 
was why t h i s  i te m  had  b e e n  in c lu d e d  i n  th e  a g e n d a . He p o in te d  o u t
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that a liaison meeting suggestion in 1985 that licence duties be 
rounded up or down to the nearest 50p had been adopted by the 
Authority and that the larger increases which had resulted from 
applying this suggestion last year had been matched, as promised, 
by this years proposals which were for zero or minimal increases in 
most rod licence categories.
In response to a question from Mr Potts about the possibility of 
introducing one day licences, particularly for salmon, Mr Barnes 
said that it was the Authority's wish to reduce rather than 
increase the number of licence categories which were available and 
that they would be reluctant to approve proposals for one day 
licences particularly because of the cost of administering such 
licences.
Mr Moffatt asked why the River Derwent coops were still listed even 
though they were never used, and was advised tjfciat this was 
necessary because despite their lack of use, they were still a 
legal instrument. The reason for the large difference in duty 
between the River Derwent coops and those on the River Eden was 
explained by Dr Harpley.
2. COARSE FISH CLOSE SEASON IN ENCLOSED WATERS
Mr Barnes told the representatives that this was a particularly 
complicated matter which had already been discussed on two 
occasions by the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee without any 
decision being reached. He said that it was important that the 
correct decision was reached because of the conservation issues ?tnd 
that the Authority were not, therefore, prepared to rush a decision 
in this matter.
Mr Irving said that fish in the northern part of the country often 
spawned after the normal close season had ended, because of weather 
conditions, and he felt that it would be appropriate for the close 
season byelaw to be amended so that clubs would be allowed to 
impose their own close season on enclosed waters.
Dr Harpley advised Mr Marshall that game fish were more vulnerable 
at spawning time than coarse fish but that there were very few 
studies of coarse fish available so it was difficult to use a 
scientific basis to justify a close season. He went on to suggest 
that the present close season was a compromise based on average 
spawning dates throughout the country.
Following suggestions that any decision to dispense with the close 
season would need to be handled carefully because of conservation 
interests, Mr Wright said that most anglers were conservationists 
and that the best way to control fisheries properly would be to 
leave the angling clubs to look after their own fisheries. He felt 
that the conservation issue was a "back door" method of restricting 
angling. He was supported by Mr Newman who said that many fish 
spawned after the end of the close season and suggested that 
alternative (b) should be adopted by the Authority so that each 
club could control its own water.
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3. USE OF LEAD WEIGHTS
Mr Barnes advised representatives that pressure for tfre 
introduction of a byelaw restricting the use of certain lead 
weights for angling purposes had come direct from the Minister and 
that the draft byelaw was the Government's third attempt to deal 
with the situation. There was a tremendous anti-lead shot lobby by 
the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and the Authority 
felt that the adverse publicity, which would be generated if it 
refused to make the draft byelaw, would reflect badly on the 
fishing fraternity.
Mr Cave suggested that this was a blanket byelaw, and that whilst 
he appreciated the necessity to protect swans, there were no 
examples of swans being killed by lead shot in the qorth of the 
country, where swan deaths were mainly attributable to power 
lines. He felt that an exception should be made in the north of 
England, particularly on rivers were the flow was too strong to 
attract swans. He was supported by Mr Jones who added that the 
suggested alternative to lead shot were not only expensive but were 
unsuitable.
Following a short discussion about the effect of the byelaw on 
different types of equipment, Mr Barnes said that everybody knew 
that in the north west the byelaw was difficult to justify and 
would be virtually unenforceable, but that because of the recent 
order making it illegal to import or sell certain types of lead 
weights for angling purposes, the Authority felt that it had no 
alternative but to accept the proposal.
4. HAWESWATER FISH HATCHERY
Dr Harpley told the representatives that following the failure of 
negotiations with Wester Ross Salmon Limited, new negotiations have 
been carried out with a Norwegian fish farming company which had 
world wide interests and the Authority was hoping to reach 
agreement with the Norwegian company in about 2 to 3 weeks time. 
The new scheme varied slightly from the original conception in that 
it was now intended to use borehole water from the Eden valley for 
the hatchery, with the fry subsequently being grown on at 
Haweswater.
He advised Mr Jones that the Haweswater hatchery wpuld be in 
addition to the Holmewrangle hatchery at present but that it would 
be partially commercial, selling smolts to the rearing market in 
order to cover the cost of producing fish for restocking rivers. 
The Authority would be providing the site for the hatchery and was 
looking to the company to provide marketing expertise and advanced 
techniques in salmon rearing.
Following a discussion about the prdblems of spring and autumn runs 
of salmon Dr Harpley advised the representatives that there 
appeared to be no scientific reason for this phenomena but tha)t the 
Authority would take note of a five year project being carried out 
on the River Spey at the present time. It was in the Authority's 
interest to produce spring runs of fish and salmon could also be 
micro-tagged so the Authority could measure the success of its
restocking operations and also identify where salmon were being 
taken at sea. He added that, although it was intended to keep 
salmon for their own rivers wherever possible, research had 
suggested that salmon develop a pattern as they run downstream to 
sea, so that if they were hatched at Haweswater, they would imprint 
the river to which they were planted rather than that from which 
their forebears came.
ORDERS RESTRICTING NETTING ON THE SOLWAY AND EDEN
Mr Barnes informed the representatives that, despite promises, the 
Authority had heard absolutely nothing from the Ministry about 
either the haaf net limitation order for the Solway, or the byelaw 
to restrict draft netting on the River Eden.
GRAVEL EXTRACTION IN THE RIVER ESK
Mr Potts asked the Authority to support objections tp the 
commercial extraction of gravel from the River Esk and was advised 
by Dr Harpley that the Authority had no powers to stop the gravel 
extraction and could only make comments on the planning 
application. Although Authority comments have had an effect on the 
gravel winning operation by way of restrictions which were built 
into the planning consent, the Authority had to justify its 
objections and therefore needed proof of damage to fisheries.
RESTOCKING IN THE BORDER ESK
Mr Jones said that he believed that the Border Esk was categorised 
as a completely regenerative river system which did not require 
restocking, but that fish catches tended to disprove this. He felt 
that the point was rapidly being reached were regeneration was no 
longer possible and asked if the Authority would look again at a 
policy for restocking this river. In reply, Dr Harpley said that 
monitoring of fish stocks in the Border Esk was difficult because 
of the low number of returns made to the Authority because much of 
the river was in Scotland where licences were not required. The 
Water Authority therefore had relied on the catch records of the 
largest owner on the river which had showed that stocks were 
satisfactory. He said that he would be happy if Mr Jones could 
produce lists of catches which would increase the Authority's 
knowledge of the fish population of the river, because Authority 
programmes have to depend on such information to identify trends, 
and, as already stated, the only figures which were available to 
the Authority at the present time seemed to indicate that the 
Border Esk was satisfactory.
FISH PASSES ON THE RIVER CALDEW
In response to a question from Mr Thompson, Dr Harpley informed 
representatives that the Ministry had accepted the Authority's 
designs for a fish pass on the River Caldew at Holmehead Weir.
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9. PROSECUTIONS UNDER THE THEFT ACT
Mr Bunting asked Dr Harpley whether penalties under the Theft Act 
were more severe and had a greater deterrent effect than 
prosecutions under the Salmon & Freshwater Fisheries Act for all 
fisheries offences. Dr Harpley replied that the penalties varied 
but that in some cases it was absolutely critical to prosecute 
under the Theft Act in order to ensure an adequate penalty for the 
offence committed. Mr Bunting suggested that the Authority should 
notify the Associations when they were prosecuting for poaching 
offences and should recommend to the Association that Theft Act 
prosecution should follow; the Associations were willing to help 
the Authority but needed their advice and encouragement.
During the short discussion which followed it was suggested that 
the Authority should issue guidelines on this to all consultative 
associations.
10. PROSECUTIONS UNDER THE CONTROL OF POLLUTION ACT
Mr Bunting asked the Authority whether they still had to ask 
individual riparian, owners to prosecute polluters of watercourses 
so that restocking could be carried out at their expense, and was 
advised that the Control of Pollution Act allowed water authorities 
to restock stretches of watercourse affected by pollution and to 
recharge the polluter.
NOTES OF A MEETING BETWEEN 
NORTH WEST WATER AND REPRESENTATIVES OF 
FISHERY CONSULTATIVE ASSOCIATIONS IN THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
HELD AT NANTWICH ON 7 MAY 1987
Present:
Representing North West Water
T A F Barnes 
C Harpley 
J B Leeming 
J K Capper
Representing Lancashire 
B G Brown
Representing Mersey and Weaver
A Smith 
F McGarry 
D Bridgewood
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee Members
P Neal 
A C R Brown 
M Pugh Thomas
Mr R Howson (MAFF) also attended the meeting
1. FISHING LICENCE DUTIES - 1988
Mr Barnes informed representatives at the meeting that last year 
the Authority had adopted a recommendation from the various liaison 
meetings to "round" increases in fishing licence duties to the 
nearest 50 pence. In general the roundings last year were upwards 
and consequently the proposed rod licence increases for 1988 were 
nil in most cases and minimal in others. There were no objections 
to the increases from the representatives.
2. COARSE FISH CLOSE SEASON IN ENCLOSED WATERS
Mr Barnes informed the representatives that abuse of the coarse 
fish close season in enclosed waters had become widespread in 
recent years with anglers claiming to be fishing for trout. The 
Authority had looked at the problem and had suggested three 
alternatives to try and clarify the situation but the amount of 
feeling generated by this subject could be measured by the fact 
that this item was to be discussed for the third time by the 
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee at their meeting on 18 May, 
and the Authority had received letters from many clubs both in 
support of, and objecting to, the suggested alternatives.
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Mr Neal, supported by Mr Brown suggested that alternative (b) 
should be adopted by the Authority so that clubs could arrange for 
their own close seasons at dates that were more suitable. Both 
speakers were certain that clubs would arrange for close seasons on 
their waters although doubting whether those close seasons would be 
as long as the present one, and Mr Brown pointed out that 
alternative (b) was supported by the National Federation of Anglers.
In response to a question from Mr Smith, Dr Harpley said that the 
Authority would probably wish to retain the keep net byelaw for 
both rivers and enclosed waters but further consideration would 
need to be given to that particular byelaw.
After denying suggestions that the Authority was seeking to 
withdraw its proposals, Mr Barnes told the representatives that the 
Authority had to be aware of the bad press which could result from 
a decision to abandon the close season and that it was obliged by 
law to take conservation issues into account. For this reason it 
was essential to make the correct decision and that decision might 
by delayed by the need for further discussions.
All the representatives at the meeting indicated that they were in 
favour of the alternative (b), although Mr Brown admitted that the 
number of coarse anglers fishing during the close season could 
probably be reduced by a modified byelaw allowing only the use of 
fly, artificial lure or worm during the period 15 March to 15 June, 
as suggested in alternative (c).
3. AUTHORITY SURVEY ON RIVER WEAVER AND PROPOSED ACTION
Before discussing the Authority survey on the River Weaver, 
Mr Capper informed the representatives that he was actively engaged 
on investigating a fish mortality on the River Weaver notified on 
Tuesday 5 May which involved thousands of fish and which covered 
approximately 7 miles of river. There was no visual pollution of 
the river, samples analysed at the Authority's laboratory had 
failed to identify the cause and investigations were continuing. 
Mr McGarry confirmed that the problem had arisen on Tuesday and 
thanked Mr Capper for his assistance in trying to solve the problem.
Dr Leeming informed the representatives that, although a technical 
report had been promised last year, none had actually been 
produced. He handed out papers showing the current Water Authority 
classifications of the River Weaver which indicated that the river 
was a middle quality river with the quality of the tributaries 
declining in 1985. Mr Capper added that the figures produced for 
the representatives were 1985 figures and there had been recent 
improvements.
4. AUTHORITY SURVEY ON SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL AND PROPOSED ACTION
Dr Leeming stated that the Shropshire Union Canal was a very 
shallow canal and that although there were no specific discharges, 
suspended matter tended to affect water quality. Water quality was 
also affected by a high ammonia content and in summer there tended 
to be problems of low oxygen.
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5. ANGLERS LEAD WEIGHTS
In introducing this subject Mr Barnes informed the representatives 
that the problem of swan deaths due to ingestion of lead weights 
did not exist in the north west area and that the draft byelaw had 
emanated from the Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food as the 
result of pressure from the public. He added that the Board felt 
that there would be little point in refusing to implement the 
byelaw because lead supplies would eventually dry up as the result 
of the recently introduced ban on the import or sale of lead shot.
Mr Bridgewood suggested that the byelaw was unnecessary in view of 
the self-regulating aspect of the ban of import or sale of lead 
shot but added his opinion that this would be a national ban 
irrespective of local conditions and that it was unlikely that MAFF 
would consider objections. He felt that this particular byelaw was 
an attack on angling and expressed concern at the speed with which 
this byelaw was being processed.
In reply, Dr Harpley pointed out that the Minister had not 
confirmed this byelaw so that the indicated date for implementation 
(1 June 1987) was most unlikely and it was impossible to say when 
the byelaw would come into force.
6. LEYLAND FISH HATCHERY
Dr Leeming informed the representatives that the new fish hatchery 
building at Leyland was to be handed to the Authority on 8 May 
and that the equipment would be installed as soon as possible. 
Phase II of the scheme involving construction of lagoons would 
commence shortly with completion by September so that the first 
fish produced in that hatchery would have somewhere to go. 
Fisheries staff were presently examining other Water Authority 
sites for their suitability as stock ponds and it was initially 
intended to raise carp, tench and chubb.
In response to a question from Mr Smith, Dr Harpley said that the 
three main uses of the hatchery would probably be restocking after 
pollution, restocking of marginal rivers, and sale of fish to 
clubs. He explained that restocking in marginal areas would 
probably be free, but that in pollution cases, costs would be borne 
by the polluter.
7. REPRESENTATION ON THE WATER RECREATION AND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
Mr Briggs explained to the representatives that membership of the 
water recreation and conservation committee had been approved by 
the Secretary of State of the Department of the Environment and 
that individual activities were represented by the North West 
Federation for Sport, Recreation and Conservation. Matters 
concerning angling were normally dealt with by Mr K R Lambert who 
was known to the representatives at the meeting and there was no 
possibility of individual consultative associations being allowed 
to send representatives to the Committee.
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8. REQUEST FOR 2 LIAISON MEETINGS PER YEAR
Mr Barnes informed the representatives that this matter had been 
discussed at all previous fisheries liaison meetings and that the 
Board had decided that a second liaison meeting each year was 
unnecessary whilst accepting that special meetings could be called 
to discuss matters of concern if necessary.
9. INFORMATION ON THE MERSEY BARRAGE PROJECT
The representatives at the meeting received a statement prepared by 
the Authority's Planning Department outlining the position adopted 
by the Authority to the various studies which had and were 
presently being undertaken into the feasibility of a barrage across 
the River Mersey. Representatives were informed that the barrage 
studies were being closely monitored by staff of the fisheries 
department and that a report would be presented to the Regional 
Fisheries Advisory Committee when appropriate.
10. STOCKPONDS
Dr Harpley informed the representatives that the Authority had 
estimated a need for 20 acres of water for use as stockponds and 
had identified sites at Leyland, Chorley and Winsford, some of 
which were being converted at the present time.
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NOTES OF A MEETING BETWEEN 
NORTH WEST WATER AND REPRESENTATIVES OF 
FISHERY CONSULTATIVE ASSOCIATIONS IN THE CENTRAL DISTRICT 
HELD AT GRANGE-OVER-SANDS ON 8 MAY 1987
P r e s e n t ;
R e p r e s e n t in g  N o r th  W est W ater A u th o r i ty
T A F B arn es  
C H a rp le y  
C D u rie
R e p r e s e n t in g  F u rn e ss  & S o u th  Cum bria
H B W hittham  
R H a rp e r  
A H u tto n  
G B Lawson
R e p r e s e n t in g  R ib b le
Dr R D B ro u g h to n  
Dr R J  S im pson 
D S Sodo
R e p r e s e n t in g  Lune & Wyre
A F e rg u so n  
L W C la rk e
R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee Members
R B a i le y  
J  H F e l l  
R D H oughton
1 . FISHING LICENCE DUTIES -  1988
In  i n t r o d u c in g  t h i s  i te m  Mr B a rn e s  rem inded  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h a t  
th e  d u t i e s  w ere  ro u n d ed  up o r  down to  th e  n e a r e s t  50p and t h a t  in  
an sw er t o  c o m p la in ts  l a s t  y e a r  t h a t  th e  " ro u n d in g "  h a d  b een  more up 
th a n  down, th e  A u th o r i ty  h ad  p ro m ise d  t h a t  th e  f i g u r e s  w ould  l e v e l  
o u t  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  y e a r s .  As c o u ld  be se e n  from  th e  r e p o r t ,  m ost 
ro d  l i c e n c e s  h a d  n o t  b een  i n c r e a s e d  a t  a l l  and th e  i n c r e a s e s  w hich 
w ere p ro p o se d  w ere  m in im a l.
-  2 -
Mr Sodo again expressed annoyance at the number of different 
licences issued by the Authority, suggesting that only two were 
really necessary, a game fish licence and a coarse fish licence. 
Agreeing with Mr Sodo, Mr Barnes said that the number of different 
licences was a nightmare but that wherever the Authority had tried 
to rationalise the licencing system, there had been so many 
objections that it was unlikely that the Ministry would have 
approved the new licence structure.
2. CLOSE SEASON FOR COARSE FISH
Mr Barnes informed the representatives that there had been 
surprisingly large numbers of objections to the suggestion that the 
close season for coarse fish should be abandoned altogether, mainly 
on conservation grounds. The matter was extremely complicated and 
emotive and it was essential that the Authority made the correct 
decision. Most associations seem to have opted for alternative (b).
Dr Broughton stated that the Ribble Fisheries Association and the 
Grayling Society were against the removal of the close season and 
he was supported by the Chairman of Kent Anglers who felt that the 
close season should.be retained although he questioned the present 
timing of the close season which did not necessarily coincide with 
coarse fish spawning.
After Mr Barnes had told Mr Sodo that there was no question of 
abandoning the coarse fish close season on rivers and streams there 
was some discussion about the use of maggots and it was suggested 
that there would need to be a maggot ban on all rivers in the 
region.
The meeting agreed that they would suggest to the Regional 
Fisheries Advisory Committee that the most acceptable alternative 
would be option (b) plus the first part of option (c).
3. ANGLERS LEAD WEIGHTS
Mr Barnes suggested to representatives that the draft byelaw to ban 
the use of certain lead weights for angling purposes was a highly 
political matter and was probably not justified by swan deaths in 
the north west area. However, he said that a ban on the sale and 
import of lead fishing weights had already been applied, and that 
from a public relations point of view it would probably be better 
to accept the byelaw produced by MAFF.
His comments were accepted with little enthusiasm by the 
representatives.
4. LEYLAND AND HAWESWATER FISH HATCHERIES
Dr Harpley gave details of the coarse fish hatchery at Leyland 
which was due to be handed over to the fisheries department on 
Monday 11 May and would be producing fish by early next year.
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Contracts for construction of the lagoons - for growing on the fish 
produced by the hatchery would be placed shortly. It was intended 
that the coarse fish hatchery should initially produce carp 
followed by tench and bream and consideration was being given to 
the breeding of some koi carp as a money raising venture.
The Haweswater scheme was still the subject of discussions but was 
intended to produce half a million smolts each year. It was hoped 
that sales to private sources would substantially reduce the direct 
costs of the hatchery, scheme but in addition the number of smolts 
available for re-stocking would be increased, although it was 
undesirable to allocate a fixed portion of the production for 
restocking purposes.
Mr Barnes said that at the present time the Authority was reliant 
for re-stocking on factors outside its own control; the Haweswater 
scheme would ensure a permanent supply and make the Authority 
independent of private suppliers.
In response to a question from Dr Broughton, Dr Harpley said that 
implantation of fed fry rather than smolts would continue, but that 
one of the problems with using fed fry was that they could not be 
marked, making it impossible to measure the effectiveness of the 
restocking programme.
5. FORGE WEIR FISH TRAP
Dr Harpley informed the representatives that a design for the fish 
trap at forge weir had now been agreed and an application for 
planning permission had been made. Modifications which the 
Authority required had made the fish trap more expensive so that 
the earliest date for the work to be carried out would be 1988, but 
this fitted in well with the fish counter validation exercise which 
could have been hampered if construction work had started this year.
6. RIVER BROCK FISH PASSES AND STAINFORTH FORCE
Dr Harpley produced drawings of proposed fish passes *on the River 
Brock and at Stainforth Force. At the River Brock a "Denil" type 
of fish pass was proposed using prefabricated aluminium sections; 
at Stainforth Force there would be a tunnel containing a 
prefabricated fish pass. It was hoped to include both these 
projects in next years capital programme and although it was 
expected that conservationists would object to the proposals it was 
thought that they would have difficulty making out a reasonable 
case.
In response to a question from Dr Broughton concerning the attitude 
of the Nature Conservancy Council regarding restocking of the river 
Mr Durie said that the NCC had accepted that the Authority were the 
fisheries experts, and were the appropriate body to carry out the 
fisheries conservation function.
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7. POLICING OF WATERWAYS
Mr Sodo suggested that Authority anti-poaching patrols on the River 
Ribble were an utter waste of time and produced no prosecutions. 
He claimed to be at a loss to understand the lack of success by the 
Authority and suggested that bailiffs costs could be better spent 
on smolt production. In reply, Mr Durie said that some 15 years 
ago a number of poachers were caught on the Ribble in a short 
period of time; the impression gained by the Authority was that the 
current poaching on the Ribble was carried out by a small number of 
individuals in an individual way. They carried out their work 
quickly and efficiently and got away before the Authority's 
bailiffs could catch them. He did not think that the poaching 
efforts on the river were very extensive, but accepted that one or 
two people were very proficient and were making a living out of 
poaching. The Authority were trying to improve methods and would 
be only too glad to listen to any ideas or methods from others. 
Mr Barnes added that the bailiffs on the Ribble were each 
responsible for about 10 miles of river and information was 
essential if they were to succeed in their poaching prevention 
duties. Representatives were informed that improved night vision 
and communications. equipment were being introduced together with 
more reserve bailiffs to assist the full time bailiffs.
Mr Ferguson said that the main worry of anglers was that there had 
been absolutely no publicity asking local anglers for help in 
catching the poachers, help which would readily be given if 
requested. Dr Harpley agreed to look into this proposal.
8. DETAILS OF POLLUTION CASES DETECTED AND PROSECUTIONS
Representatives received a list of formal samples taken by the 
Authority together with the action which resulted from those 
samples. After a short discussion of the effects of pollution on 
various watercourses, representatives were given details of a 
pollution project on tributaries of the River Eden which showed 
that 50% of the farms in that area were causing pollution of the 
watercourses. It was intended that this project should be extended 
to the River Weaver and subsequently to further catchments, 
probably the Ribble, in November. Dr Harpley suggested that these 
projects were a significant step because pollution control staff 
were spending all their time dealing with problems as they occurred 
and that, for the first time, fisheries staff had assisted in this 
exercise to identify possible problems before they gave pise to 
complaints or fish mortalities. He went on to explain the 
procedure for carrying out the river system investigation, whereby 
problems were identified by looking at receiving streams following 
which inspectors visited farms to identify causes and suggest 
remedies: if no attempt was made to remedy the situation, 
prosecution followed.
Mr Durie informed the representatives that electro-fishing carried 
out last year had shown a lower than anticipated fish population in 
Swanside and Skirden Beck, so eggs had been placed in these 
watercourses to try and identify the stage at which the problems 
occurred. In .Skirden no problems had occurred, but at Swanside 
survival rates were lower than expected, and further re~st;ocking 
was being carried out in the same test areas.
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Mr Sodo drew the Authority's attention to a situation where the 
Mitre Angling Association had been given permission to stock a 
water with 10" brown trout by the Authority who had then a few days 
later also stocked the beck with fry. Mr Durie accepted that this 
was a mistake and agreed that he would meet the Mitre Angling 
Association and suggest that their policy of stocking this small 
migratory stream with brown trout was flawed.
9. AGREEMENTS WITH BRITISH CANOE UNION
In response to a request for advice from the Authority concerning 
an agreement with the British Canoe Union for use of the River 
Crake Mr Barnes informed the representatives that an off-shoot of 
the BCU called CRACK had set out extreme demands to be able to 
canoe on all rivers in the country and that a request from the 
Salmon & Trout Association to the BCU to declare themselves 
independent of CRACK had met with a lukewarm response. A meeting 
between the Salmon & Trout Association and the BCU had been set up 
to try and resolve this situation but in the meantime the BCU was 
being viewed with a certain amount of suspicion, and it was 
therefore very difficult for the Authority to give any advice.
10. RAINBOW TROUT IN THE RIVER HODDER
Dr Broughton informed the Authority that rainbow trout which 
appeared to have escaped from Stocks Reservoir were causing 
problems by eating all the food in the River Hodder to the 
detriment of the local fish population. In response, Mr Durie said 
that the Authority had made enquiries to try and identify the 
source from which these fish had come, and the Ribble Fishery 
Association were asked whether their members could provide details 
of the places where these fish had been seen and their size.
11. RETAINING WALL AT BLAYMIRES
Mr Durie agreed to arrange for repairs to be carried out to the 
retaining wall below the railway bridge at Blaymires as a matter of 
urgency.
12. RESTOCKING ARRANGEMENTS
Dr Harpley agreed to a request from Mr Sodo that future liaison 
meetings should include a report giving details of restocking 
carried out by the Authority.
NORTH WEST WATER
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
18TH MAY, 1987 
FISHING LICENCE SALES -  1986
1 . An a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e c i s io n  some 12 m onths ago to  r e c o r d  a l l  f i s h i n g  
l i c e n c e  s a l e s  on com puter h a s  e n s u re d  t h a t  a c c u r a te  s a l e s  f ig u r e s
and  t r e n d s  ca n  be  i d e n t i f i e d  v e ry  q u ic k ly .
2 . The a t t a c h e d  a p p e n d ix  1 shows th e  num ber o f  l i c e n c e s  s o ld  d u r in g  
1986 a c c o r d in g  to  c a te g o r y  and a g e n t ,  th e  incom e from  th o s e  
l i c e n c e s  and f i g u r e s  f o r  th e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  w h ich  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
th e  num bers o f  l i c e n c e s  s o ld  a r e  f a l l i n g .
3 . The se co n d  a p p e n d ix  a n a ly s e d  th e  number o f  l i c e n c e s  s o ld  i n  e ach  
D i s t r i c t  c o u n c i l  a r e a  p e r  h e a d  o f  p o p u la t io n .  Members w i l l  n o te  
th e .  w ide  v a r i a t i o n  be tw een  c o u n c i l s  from  a  r a t i o  o f  I s 9 in  Eden 
D i s t r i c t  C o u n c il  a r e a  to  1 :5 9 1  i n  th e  H igh Peak a r e a .
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NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
18 MAY 1987 
FISHING LICENCE DUTIES -  1988
1 . On 2 F e b ru a ry  1987, th e  Com m ittee c o n s id e r e d  th e  a t t a c h e d  r e p o r t  
w h ich  o u t l i n e d  p r o p o s a ls  f o r  i n c r e a s e s  i n  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  
w h ich  w ere  in c lu d e d  in  b u d g e t p r o p o s a ls  d i s c u s s e d  by  th e  B oard  a t  
t h e i r  m e e tin g  on th e  9 F e b ru a ry . The C om m ittee r e s o lv e d  t h a t  
c o p ie s  o f  th e  r e p o r t  be  s e n t  to  th e  f i s h e r i e s  l i a i s o n  m e e tin g s : f o r  
t h e i r  com m ents.
2 . The r e p o r t  h a s  b een  c i r c u l a t e d  w ith  p a p e rs  f o r  th e  l i a i s o n  m e e tin g s  
w h ich  a r e  to  be  h e ld  on th e  6 , 7 and 8 May r e s p e c t i v e l y .  N o tes  o f  
th e  l i a s o n  m e e t in g s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  any comments t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
may h a v e  a b o u t f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s ,  w i l l  n o t  be  re a d y  f o r  
c i r c u l a t i o n  w i th  th e  Agenda f o r  t h i s  m e e tin g  b u t  w i l l  be  s e n t  to  
members a s  so o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .
3 . I t  i s  recom m ended t h a t ,  s u b j e c t  t o  any  comments w h ich  th e  l i a i s o n  
m e e tin g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  may h a v e , th e  B oard  be a s k e d  to  ap p ro v e  th e  
p ro p o se d  i n c r e a s e s  i n  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u ty  l i s t e d  i n  th e  a t t a c h e d  
r e p o r t  and a u t h o r i s e  th e  S e c r e t a r y  and S o l i c i t o r  to  c a r r y  o u t  such  
s t a t u t o r y  p ro c e e d in g s  a s  may be n e c e s s a ry  to  o b t a i n  th e  a p p ro v a l o f 
th e  M in i s t e r  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e  F i s h e r i e s  and  Food f o r  th e  p ro p o se d  
in c r e a s e s . -
F96 Af»PtNDIX
NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
2 FEBRUARY 1987 
FISHING LICENCE DUTIES - 1988
1. On 9 February 1987, the Board will be considering its budget and 
charges for 1987/88. Amongst the items to be considered is a 
recommendation that fishing licence duties be increased by some 5%, 
and it is certain that this committee will be asked for its 
observations on this recommendation. This increase is related to a 
rise in the Direct Horking expenses on Fisheries of 7.5% and a rise 
in the gross Fisheries costs of 6.5%.
2. The policy adopted last year was to round increases to the nearest 
50p (with one exception). In general the roundings were upwards and 
consequently the appropriate increases now suggested for rod licence 
duties are much more modest. The proposed duties for 1988 are as 
follows:-
SINGLE ROD AND LINE (whole area)
(1) Salmon
Present Duties Proposed Duties 
£ &
Season 28.00 29.00
Part Season from 1 June 21.00 22.00
Season concessionary 14.00 14.50
Part season concessionary 10.50 11.00
Seven day 6.50 7.00
(2) Migratory Trout
Season 12.00 12.00
season concessionary 6.00 6.00
Seven day 3.00 3.00
(3) Non-migratory trout (brown 
trout, rainbow trout and char)
Season 5.00 . 5.00
Season concessionary 2.50 2.50
Seven day 1.75 1.75
(4) Freshwater fish and eels
Season 4.00 4.00
Season concessionary 2.00 2.00
Seven day 1.00 1.00
Concessionary licences are issued to juveniles (14-16 years), state 
retirement pensioners and registered disabled persons.
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COMMERCIAL EEL FISHING £ g
Fixed eel traps 42.00 per trap per annum 44.00
Eel or Fyke nets 1.00 per net per annum 1.00
Traps, putcheons or baskets 8,50 per 25 (or part 9.00
thereof) per annum
NETS AND FIXED ENGINES £ £
(Area within the boundaries of the 
former Cumberland River Authority)
Whole area drift, hang or whammel net 175.50 184:50 
(not exceeding 275m in length when wet)
River Eden, draw, draft or seine net 420*00 441.00 
(not exceeding 275m in length when wet)
Whole area heave or haaf net 34.50 36.00
River Eden coop 164.00 172.00
River Derwent coop 365.50 384*00
South West Cumberland garth 181.50 190.50
NETS
(Area within the boundaries of the 
former Lancashire River Authority)
River Ribble, drift, hang or whammel net 112.50 118.00 
(not exceeding 140m in 1ength when wet)
River Lune, drift, hang or whammel net 186.00 195.50 
(not exceeding 300m in length when wet)
River Lune, draw, draft or seine net 161.50 169.50 
(not exceeding 185m in length when wet)
River Duddon, draw, draft or seine net 154.50 162.00 
(not exceeding 185m in 1ength when wet)
River Lune: heave or haaf net 71.50 75.00
River Kent: lave net 84.50 88.50
River Leven: lave net 69.50 73.00
NOTE: Fishing for eels with rod and line in t i da l  and e s t uar i a l  
waters seaward of the high water mark (as defined on the 
Ordnance Survey Map : 1 to 50,000 series) is exempt from the 
1icensing system.
3. It wi11 be noted that the relationship between season, season 
concessionary and 7 day 1icences is broadly a ratio of 4 : 2 : 1 
other than the 7 day non migratory trout licence which is slightly 
out of line. When approving last year's proposals the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food suggested that charges could be 
1 inked in this way. It is suggested that the 7 day non migratory 
trout licence be held at its present price until the standard ratio 
is achieved.
4. Any variation of licence duties requires local consultation and 
public advertisement within the region and, subsequently, the 
approval of the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.
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5. It is recommended that the fisheries liaison meetings be asked to 
comment on these proposals and that their comments be taken into 
consideration by this Committee at its meeting on 18 May 1987 when it 
formulates its observations for the Board.
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NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
18 MAY 1987
ABOLITION OF COARSE FISH CLOSE SEASON IN ENCLOSED WATERS
1 . At t h e i r  m e e tin g  on 3 November 1986, th e  C om m ittee d i s c u s s e d  th e  
r e p o r t  w h ich  gave d e t a i l s  o f  w id e s p re a d  ab u se  o f  th e  c o a r s e  f i s h  
c lo s e  s e a s o n  i n  e n c lo s e d  w a te r s ,  and s u g g e s te d  t h r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  
f o r  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  s i t u a t i o n .  Members a g re e d  t h a t  th e y  sh o u ld  
d i s c u s s  th e  p r o p o s a ls  w i th  t h e i r  f i s h e r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  p r i o r  to  th e  
c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  th e  ite m  a t  th e  m e e tin g  i n  F e b ru a ry .
2 . The m a t te r  was r e c o n s id e r e d  a t  th e  co m m ittee  m e e tin g  on
2 F e b ru a ry  1987, when i t  was r e p o r te d  t h a t  th e  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  o f 
a n lg e r s  a b o u t a b o l i t i o n  o f  th e  c o a r s e  f i s h  c lo s e  s e a s o n  was v e ry  
m ix ed , and t h a t  th e  N a t io n a l  F e d e ra t io n  o f  A n g le rs  (NFA) h ad  c a l l e d  
a  r e g io n a l  m e e tin g  to  f u l l y  d i s c u s s  th e  p r o p o s a l s .  I t  was 
t h e r e f o r e  a g re e d  t h a t  th e  m a t te r  s h o u ld  a g a in  be d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  th e  
m e e tin g  i n  May, when th e  v iew s o f  th e  NFA w ould  be known.
3 . The NFA m e e tin g  was h e ld  a t  B o lto n  on th e  7 F e b ru a ry  1987, th e  
R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  b e in g  p r e s e n t  to  e x p la in  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  
r e a s o n s  f o r  th e  p r o p o s a l s .  NFA members a g re e d  t h a t  a l t e r n a t i v e  (a )  
was i n a p p r o p r i a t e  and t h a t  th e  d i s c u s s io n s  s h o u ld  c o n c e n t r a te  on 
a l t e r n a t i v e  (b ) and ( c ) ,  w hich  r e s u l t e d  in  th e  f o l lo w in g  v o t e : -  
A l t e r n a t i v e  ( c )  i n  f a v o u r  10 , a g a i n s t  24.
A l t e r n a t i v e  (b ) in  f a v o u r  25 , a g a in s t  9.
The NFA ask  t h a t  t h i s  d e c i s io n  be r e p o r te d  to  th e  n e x t  m e e tin g  o f 
t h i s  C om m ittee .
4 . T h is  m a t te r  was a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  a t  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  A nnual 
C o n s e rv a t io n  m e e tin g  on th e  3 A p r i l ,  when a number o f  c o n s e r v a t io n  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  e x p re s s e d  c o n c e rn  t h a t  c o n s e r v a t io n  v iew s had  n o t 
b een  ta k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t when c o n s id e r in g  t h i s  m a t t e r .  Those 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w ere a sk e d  to  su b m it t h e i r  v iew s i n  w r i t i n g  to  th e  
R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  and any su ch  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e , t o g e th e r  
w i th  l e t t e r s  e x p r e s s in g  th e  v iew s o f  a n g l in g  c lu b s  a b o u t t h i s  
m a t t e r ,  w i l l  be p r e s e n te d  a t  th e  m e e tin g .
0094H
WORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
3 NOVEMBER 1986 
COARSE FISH CLOSE SEASON IN ENCLOSED WATERS
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. Introduction
In recent years, especially in that part of the region south of the 
Ribble catchment, abuse of the coarse fish close season in enclosed 
waters has become widespread. This is cfue partly due to a genuine 
misunderstanding in that many anglers believe that the close season 
does not apply to enclosed waters less than one hectare in extent, 
yhere rod licences are not necessary, and partly to intentional 
abuse of the close season on the pretext of fishing for Brown 
Trout. The latter causes very difficult enforcement problems for 
bailiffs, who waste much time and effort in attempting to control 
this practice. Providing the angler has a trout licence, there is 
little the bailiff can do even though the angler may be using 
standard coarse fishing methods. This situation is particularly 
unfair to those fishery owners who enforce the close season, as they 
are disadvantaged in competition with those who allow fishing 
ostensibly for Brown Trout.
The scientific basis for enforcing a close season is unclear, though 
most anglers would accept that catching and handling ripe or 
spawning fish is undesirable. However in the north of England, the 
statutory close season is not particularly suitable, and spawning' or 
recently spawned coarse fish of some species, are often seen at the 
start of the fishing season.
For the above reasons, there have been a variety of approaches to 
the close season issue from different water authorities, and this 
has led to further confusion.
2. The Alternatives
The existing situation is most unsatisfactory and there are a number 
of alternatives which would assist in clarifying the situation. 
These are:-
CaJ Dispense with the close season altogether and allow individual 
associations and owners to make their own arrangements.
(b) Retain the statutory close season for rivers and streams and 
dispense with the close season on enclosed waters and allow 
individual associations and owners to make their own arrange­
ments.
(c) Extend Byelaw 16 (the Maggot Ban) to cover the whole of the 
region, or introduce a modified byelaw allowing only the use of 
fly, artificial lure, or worm in fishing for trout during the 
period 15 March to 15 June.
-  2 -
3 . R ecom m endations
Of th e  t h r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  (b )  w ould  a p p e a r  t o  be t h e  m ost s e n s i b l e  
and a c c e p t a b l e ,  and i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  t h a t  Y o rk s h ire  WA a r e  
c o n s u l t in g  f i s h e r y  i n t e r e s t s  on a s i m i l a r  p r o p o s a l .
The c o m m ittee  i s  a sk ed  t o  a u t h o r i s e  d i s c u s s io n s  W ith t h e  f i s h e r i e s  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  in  th e  r e g io n  a b o u t th e  p o s s ib l e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  th e  
c o a r s e  f i s h  c lo s e  s e a s o n  on e n c lo s e d  w a te r s .
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APPLICATION TO TRAP EELS BEFORE 2 5 JUNE
1 . A p p l ic a t io n s  hav e  b een  r e c e iv e d  from  two f is h e rm e n , to  f i s h  f o r  
e e l s  b e f o r e  25 J u n e .
2 . One o f  t h e s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i s  f o r  Mr D E v an s , who r e c e iv e d  
p e rm is s io n  i n  1984 and 1985 on th e  b a s i s  t h a t  he  h ad  a s p e c ia l  
f a c i l i t y  i n  th e  m u sse l p u r i f i c a t i o n  ta n k  w h ich  he owns a t  th e  S tone 
J e t t y ,  M orecam be. Mr Evans h a s  a lw ays b e e n  m ost c o - o p e r a t i v e ,  and 
h i s  f i s h i n g  m ethods do n o t  a p p e a r  to  c a tc h  s m o lts  a l th o u g h  th e r e  i s  
a b y - c a tc h  o f  p e e l e r  c r a b s .
3 . The o th e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  from  a  W illia m  McKean who h o ld s  a  R ib b le  
D r i f t  N et l i c e n c e .  Mr McKean does n o t  a p p e a r  to  hav e  any s p e c ia l  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  th e  s t a t u t o r y  p e r io d  b e in g  w aved.
4 . A s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  1986, when Mr Evans and a second  
f is h e rm a n  a p p l i e d  f o r  p e rm is s io n  to  f i s h  f o r  e e l s  b e fo r e  th e  
25 Ju n e  . On t h a t  o c c a s io n ,  a l th o u g h  Mr Evans had  r e c e iv e d  
p e rm is s io n  i n  1984 and 1985 and had  a lw ays c o - o p e r a te d  w ith  th e  
A u th o r i ty ,  members w ere  re lu c ta n t  to  g r a n t  p e rm is s io n  i n  one case  
w h i l s t  r e f u s in g  th e  o t h e r ,  and t h e r e f o r e  d e c id e d  t h a t  p e rm is s io n  
s h o u ld  be r e f u s e d  i n  b o th  c a s e s .
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AUTHORITY SCHEMES FOR THE BENEFIT OF FISHERIES 
AND FISHING
(1 )  C o a rse  F is h e r y  G ra n t-A id  Schemes
S in c e  th e  r e p o r t  to  th e  Com m ittee o f  th e  19 May, 1986 th e  fo l lo w in g  
g r a n t s  have b e e n  p a id  o r  o f f e r e d : -
G ra n ts  P a id
W igan and D i s t r i c t  A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n  £337
S a le  Moor A n g lin g  S o c ie ty  £570
G ra n ts  O ffe re d
W igan and D i s t r i c t  A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n  £ 4 0 4 .2 5
(2 )  F is h e r y  E quipm ent Loan Scheme
U t i l i s a t i o n  o f  th e  eq u ip m en t lo a n  schem e d u r in g  th e  same p e r io d  has 
c o n t in u e d  a t  a b o u t th e  same l e v e l ,  th e  u s e r s  b e in g  a s  fo l lo w s
A s s o c ia t io n  D a te
M iddlew ood A n g lin g  C lub 15 . 5 .8 6
Lymm A n g lin g  C lub 16 . 5 .8 6
L i t t l e b o r o u g h  & D i s t r i c t  A n g lin g  C lub  18 . 7 .8 6
Lymm A n g lin g  C lub 20 . 6 .8 6
Lymm A n g lin g  C lub 3 .1 0 .8 6
Lymm A n g lin g  C lub 1 4 .1 0 .8 6
M iddlew ood A n g lin g  C lub 2 0 .1 1 .8 6
D ig g le  A n g lin g  C lub 9 . 1 .8 7
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FISHING OFFENCES PROCESSED 1986/87
The annual summary of fishing offences and prosecutions processed 
by the Authority during 1986/87 is set out below:-
1985/86 1986/87
Total offence reports 915 661
Prosecutions 672 337
Not Prosecuted 243 324
Fines £19,740 £13,932
Costs awarded to the Authority £ 8,461 £ 4,492
Fees paid to private solicitors £ 3,129 £ 4,686
Up to the end of; March 1987, 84 persons had been prosecuted for 
using illegal instruments, 89 for byelaws offences and giving false 
names and addresses and 164 for fishing without a licence. Action 
short of prosecution was taken on a further 292 cases. In addition 
to the 337 successful prosecutions 9 cases were dismissed for 
insufficient evidence, and in 45 of the cases the summons had to be 
withdrawn for reasons of wrong addresses given to the bailiffs etc.
Of the 84 persons prosecuted for using illegal instruments, 5 
received prison sentences ranging from 3 months to 9 months. In 
addition 1 defendant was placed on probation for 12 months.
The level of enforcement activity on the more serious offences has 
been maintained but the numbers of licence/byelaw offences show a 
decrease compared with last year. This is attributable to the 
bailiffs having to be employed on duties other than enforcement 
duties for a higher percentage of their time.
